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most unjust. The addition of more than a score to the number of his years and the change which had taken place in his political position, I am awarei were enough to work a great change in a man's feelings but, in the natural course of such things, this change would have been the other way. The disease which, in 1831, I believed to be upon him in its acute form, would, if such had been his condition, have 'become chronic in 1854. But there were no such indications. I never, on the contrary, saw a man who, after passing thro' so distinguished a public life, was more at ease with the world, less prone to carp at the management of public affairs by others—the besetting-infirmity of retired Statesmen—less restive under the neglects with which the worshippers of the rising sun regard his setting or more cheerfully acquiescent in the conclusions at which the great community of which he is a. member had obviously arrived that the day for his active and useful participation as chief in the weightier matters of the Government has passed away forever; a judgment which communities have a right to form and express according to their own pleasure and from which rational men, with faculties really unimpaired, will not be disposed to appeal.
As far as I had opportunities for forming an opinion, and these were not few or unfavorable, he seems envious of or dissatisfied with no man or set of men and, forgetful of former prejudices, devotes the remnant of power and influence that are left to him to the improvement of the various public institutions of his Country and a liberal share ofl his leisure hours to social enjoyments, partaking of them, with equal zest and satisfaction, with friends and foes of former days. Such would not have been the evening of a life the meridian of which had been deformed by passions of the character I had supposed—a sad error on my part the correction of which will always stand among the most cherished recollections of my last visit to Europe.
Lord Derby, the present first Minister, was then a member of Lord Grey's Administration, holding the office of Secretary for Ireland. I thought him the readiest and keenest debater in the House of Commons. A thorough comprehension of his subject and a happy condensation of its most material parts, a perspicuous presentation of the questions growing out of it, with pointed but uncrowded illustrations and legitimate deductions going to strengthen the. side he espoused, expressed with a remarkable clearness and delivered in a peculiarly graceful manner, were among the striking features of his speeches. They were always listened to with interest and on great occasions rarely failed to elicit the admiration of all •who heard them. But they did not, in general, produce a corresponding effect up011 the vote of the House. This discrepancy^ h«-n  fhr opinion-*  I   had   formed of the public uien of Kuj'land  \vr-n-   i krd, altho' nevef unneeer,- arily or by way of reproach.     Uunnj* m\    *•»• ond   visit abroad  many years  later.   1   \\a    thrown  in  ;i rlo <-r  in (inuu-y with  Lord  Iirou<rliam and, with nearer vim*,    «•{ th,- jmtu, became, fully .sjitislknl  that my former upinjuu    «»f hiin h.id  been
